Analgesia in critical care.
All medical interventions, including the provision of analgesia, are associated with risks and benefits, which, when considered together, comprise that intervention's risk/benefit ratio. All interventions have alternatives (including no intervention), and each alternative possesses its own risk/benefit ratio. Clinical decision making involves comparing and contrasting the risk/benefit ratios of alternative interventions (relative risk/benefit ratio). The most formidable limitations of drug treatment relate to their potential to produce pharmacologic side effects or complications. Careful monitoring and the use of strategies for preventing and managing drug side effects are often all that is required to maintain efficacy.